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THE KEN RHODES GROUP LIMITED

O]
THE LOCAL DOUBLE GLAZING & CONSERVATORY SPECIALISTS

BUY Now AND PAY NOTHING FOR TWELVE MONTHS
ON ALL OUR QUALITY WINDOWS, DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE
01708 227777

Which?) WWW.KENRHODES.CO.UK
i 193 5T MARYS LANE, UPMINSTER, RM 14 3BU

Woodland Paving

: * Driveways
Free estimates - Patios

Many years experience - Walls
Please visit our website at: - Fencing

www.woodlandpaving.com = Turfing .
e Artificial Turf & 5

o w

Email: enquiries@woodlandpaving.com Y
Tel:01708 473122 Mob:07754 078505

STANDARD®

FRENCH POLISHING - RESTORATION - STRIPPING - PAINT EFFECTS - SCRATCH

HORRIDGE & McQUEEN

French Polishing, Furniture Restoration & Spray Finishing
Traditional Antique and Modern
Chairs, Table Tops, Tooled Leather Tops, Upholstery and Floors
25 Years Experience - Free Quotes

Contact Mark Horridge or Gary McQueen

94, Albert Road, Romford, RM1 2PP
Home: 01708 441878
Mobile: 07971445805 / 07930 525261
E-Mail: horridgemcqueen@gmail.com

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE - FRENCH POLISHING - RESTORATION

FONIFIYFJXT SUVIA ST - SUIVAIY MUY LVIH SUIVdIY

STRIPPING - PAINT EFFECTS - SCRATCH REAPIRS
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IForeword — Bryan Vincent — Chairman|

| hope you are all well and possibly looking forward to your Covid19 vaccination if you
have not already had it.

Some of you may be wondering what happened to the delivery of January Focus.

Having considered whether we should ask our deliverers to deliver or not in the
current lockdown (we were requested not to deliver leaflets or canvass by the Director
of Public Health) the Association took the decision to suspend delivery for everyone’s
safety.

Once the Covid19 situation shows signs of improvement we plan to deliver the
(January?) Focus albeit somewhat late. | hope you understand the dilemma we faced.

Consequently, the February edition of the Focus (which you are now reading) is being
published on-line only, via our website www.hxra.org in the e-Edition tab. Hopefully,
if the Covid19 situation has improved by end February we plan to publish the March
edition for delivery to all members.

Another victim of the current situation is our annual AGM that we usually hold in March
each year where all members are invited to attend. Regretfully, this will have to be
delayed until later in the year. Again, | hope you will understand.

Remember, it is always darkest before the dawn, stay safe.

Bryan Vincent

The Boundary Commission received a large number of complaints in response to
their Draft Report 2020 and they have produced a further draft which is open for
consultation until 8 March 2021. We would be very grateful if you could find the time
to comment on this final draft. The Boundary Commission appears to have listened
to the people and not changed ward boundaries for no other apparent reason than a
political one.

https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/greater-london/greater-london/havering

Havering Astronomical Society are launching a new and improved Young Astronomers
section. Initially with online meetings, they will move to in person sessions as well when it is
safe. They will be held regularly on the 4th Thursday of each month, with the first one on
Thursday 28™ January at 7pm. Ages 8-16 are welcome to join. If your children have ever
wondered about the night sky, black holes, astronauts, or anything space related this is the
place to find answers and spark their curiosity. Meetings will be fun and inclusive with the
opportunity to carry out observing in the future. For details or to resister an interest please visit
the website: havastro.co.uk or email: enquiries@havastro.co.uk
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Family Business Est. Over 35 yegyg

No Salesman, No Canvassers, No Hasgjg

~ WINDOWS - DOORS - CONSERVATORIES

01708 250 070

97 FRONT LANE, UPMINSTER, RM14 1XN WWW.ATOG.CO.UK

]
¢ .3 T. Cribb & S
'
Y Il ons
\\. ‘0’ v Family owned Funeral Directors & Carriage Masters
BN

V’ Established 1881 Over 130 years of caring for the community

Our renowned personal service is available at
Elm Park, Hornchurch, Upminster, Rainham, Cranham
For 24 hour personal service

01708 871672

ADVANCED M P PLUMBING & HEATING

Full Central Heating Installations, Repairs and Upgrades, Boiler Breakdowns,
specialising in condensing boilers and unvented hot water systems. Landlord Certificates,
Full Bathroom Suite Installations and All Emergency Plumbing work
All work fully guaranteed OAP Discount, No Callout charge

Est 1993

24 HOUR CALL OUT h
e .|| Daytime Emergency No: 0793 0149046 Ip e
safe Evening No: 01708 475041
773:;:“ www.adv-mpplumbing.co.uk A
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ELM PARK FOCUS TEAM

CLLR BARRY MUGGLESTONE CLLR STEPHANIE NUNN
709926 709926
barry.mugglestone@havering.gov.uk  stephanie.nunn@havering.gov.uk
37 Carnforth Gardens RM12 5DL 37 Carnforth Gardens RM12 5DL

HACTON FOCUS TEAM

CLLR NIC DODIN CLLR RAY MORGON CLLR REG WHITNEY

458086 479016 553139
nic.dodin@havering.gov.uk ray.morgon@havering.gov.uk reg.whitney@havering.gov.uk
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HYLANDS FOCUS TEAM
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(&) Michael Polston poes

* Decorator ¥
Interior and Exterior

* Wallpapering * Specialist paint effects * Rag rolling *
% Emulsioning * Graining and marbling # Colour washing
Full public liability insurance # Free estimates

56 Fernbank Avenue Hornchurch Essex RM12 SRB Tel: 01708 447 599 Mobile: 07702 957 901
Website: www.michaelpolston.co.uk E-mail: micky.polston] @btinternet.com

ADVANCED POWER WASH

SPECIALISING IN RESIDENTIAL DRIVEWAY & PATIO CLEANING

FED UP WITH YOUR DIRTY DRIVEWAY? @
A
/

We can restore your patio & drive back to their former glory.
All types of hard surfaces cleaned & sealed at affordable prices.

Call Alan = 01708 445112 = 07889 139916
www.advancedpowerwash.co.uk

Raymond Coomer & Sarah Cordell

(formerly Boilerchange)

Gas Safe Reg. No. 576292

Boiler Installation & Repairs
Plumbing ¢ Servicing ¢ Radiators

14 Birch Crescent, Ardleigh Green, Hornchurch
Mobile: 07761 049852
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ISt Andrews & Upminster Bridge Councillor Gerry O’Sullivan|

Covid 19

With the new strain of the virus taking hold more and more of our friends and family are reporting
that they now know people who have contracted the virus. This was not the case when the
initial outbreak happened early last year. It is noticeably clear that the new virus is having a
greater impact on our borough and is getting much closer to home.

The following web link provides the number of new cases and deaths by postcode. Once on
the website you can enter your postcode to get the figures for your area.
https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/search?postcode=rm11+1ey

On a more positive note, with the rollout of the vaccines underway there is light at the end of
the tunnel but for all our sakes, please keep following the Government guidelines and stay safe.

Rubbish and Excrement!

| was contacted by a resident of Glanville Drive who reported that a lot of rubbish was being left
at the top of the road near the junction of Upminster Road. There are some indications that the
rubbish could be being left by private hire car drivers. On top of this some inconsiderate person
decided to defecate in the same area leaving tissues and other items all over the footpath and
in the gutter.

| contacted street care and | am incredibly pleased to report they came almost immediately and
cleaned the area up.

Inskip Drive

A resident phoned me to report that a can of paint had been spilled on the pavement and road
in Inskip Drive. Once again, | contacted Street Care who carried out the appropriate cleaning.
In fact, the resident commented that the road has not looked that clean in a long time.

As with Glanville Drive, we sometimes forget the great work our Street Care workers do on our
behalf. Well done to all concerned.

Ravenscourt Grove
| am pleased to report that after many emails to the council the footpath from Ravenscourt
Grove to the cemetery (Dell) has now been properly repaired. It only goes to show that
persistence does get things done in Havering.

Appleton Way on street Parking Area

For those of you who use this area regularly when shopping in
Hornchurch, you will have noticed that the parking meter has not
worked for several months. | contacted the Parking Enforcement
Team at the end of November 2020 to find out when the machine
would be repaired. | have recently been informed that the machine
cannot be repaired and a replacement machine will be needed. |
understand that the replacement machine will be available in the
new financial year 2021/22.

Wayside Avenue

The saga of the missing lamp post in Wayside Avenue is still
ongoing. | have made several inquiries over the last few months to TR
find out when the lamp post is going to be returned. Unfortunately, the only response | am
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G.BRoorings

(Busypledge Ltd)

We Do All Roofing Work:- Strip & Retile, Tiles Replaced & Roofs Repaired, Flat Roofs
Stack Re-Point-Re-Build & Lead Flashings, Valleys, PVC-U Fascia, Soffit & Guttering
No Job Too Small Or Too Large
We Are A Family Firm With Three Decades Of Roofing Experience At Your Service

All Personal Estimates & Advice Are Free - All Work Guaranteed
o Visit ]i?qu V}/ebsi}e : wl‘;vw.gfbroofing.lgo.uk
SER; -Mail : info@gbroofing.co.u
== Telephone 01708 220610 R%?EE%?&ND

Fax 01708 859366 = FPDM

LJS ELECTRICAL

FREE ESTIMATES MOBILE: 07957 582445

EMERGENCY BREAKDOWN SERVICE = TEL/FAX: 01708 220565
ENERGY EFFICIENT INSTALLATIONS 17THED IEE
HOUSE REWIRES JIB REGISTERED

PART P REGISTERED
EXTENSIONS LONG ESTABLISHED

NO JOB TOO SMALL - CALL FOR FREE ADVICE NIC EIC APPROVED

COMPANIES HOUSE REGISTERED
Email: ljselec@tiscali.co.uk UPMINSTER RM14 2JL

5 Rainham Road, Rainham, Essex, RM13 8SP
u -Tra d e Telephone: 01708 550 996 or Call Kim on 07715 498 408
Windows & Doors Email: sales@utradewindows.co.uk

Exclusive Offer to Focus Subscribers

Composite Front Door Fitted £950.00 + VAT
Whole House Double Glazed - From Only £2,999.00 + VAT

www.utradewindows.com

Read our Genuine Reviews at Cheekatrade.com

Registered Company
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getting is that the lamp post is still on order. | will of course keep chasing this to be resolved as
soon as possible. If we are lucky it could be replaced just as summer arrives!!!

Abbs Cross Lane

Over several years, residents living in Abbs Cross Lane adjacent to the District Line railway
bridge have suffered flooding on what now seems to be a more regular basis. | have been
speaking with the Council, Thames Water, TFL, and Network Rail to arrange an onsite meeting
to try to resolve this problem once and for all. When | have more information, | will provide an
update.

IHylands Ward Update Jody Ganly]|

Lime Green Water at Harrow Lodge Park - It was reported
to me that the water in the silt lagoon was a lime green colour
and residents were concerned that it may be toxic and
harmful to all the birds on the lake. For those of you that have
visited lately, you will have seen how many birds are using
the lake as their winter home, lots of swans, geese, ducks
and cormorants.

This was reported to Havering Council and the following reply
was received:

"The green look to the lake was reported to the Environment
Agency yesterday (20th January) and they are investigating
but believe it to be non-toxic marking dye used by
organisations, such as the water companies, to trace where
drains lead to. The Environment Agency had in fact already
received reports about the water colour from higher upstream
the day before. This does not affect the wildlife and will wash

through in a few days."

Councillor Nunn and | visited the following day and noted the lake and silt lagoon had returned
to its normal colour.

Police Crime figures - Damien, our PCSO very kindly sent through the crime figures in
December, for the month of November. Unfortunately, they arrived a little too late to go into
January Focus.

November 2020 November 2019

Burglary =0 Burglary =6

Attempted Burglary =1 Attempted Burglary =1
Business Burglary =0 Business Burglary =1

Theft of Motor Vehicle =3 Theft of Motor Vehicle =2
Theft from Motor Vehicle =3 Theft from Motor Vehicle = 8

Damien also posted the following good news:
Suspects Arrested for Burglary in Babington Road and an Attempted Burglary in Dorian
Road



CARPENTRY AND JOINERY

* KITCHENS
* WINDOWS AND FRAMES
> DOORS AND FRAMES

* RADIATOR COVERS
Ivon DOOR * BOOK SHELVES

MANY YEARS . (176D CUPBOARDS / WARDROBES
EXPERIENCE . 514k spiNDLES / RAILS
FREE ESTIMATES  + FLOORING AND SKIRTING

Tel: 01708 441016 or Mobile: 07947 701820

PLASTERING

* Professional * High Quality *
* Reskim over Artex * New ceilings *
* Clean and Reliable*
* Cove & Cornice * Painting
¢ Cheapest Rates ¢ OAP Discounts *
* Free Estimates ¢ 27 Years Experience *
¢ Hornchurch and Surrounding Areas °

CONTACT: CLAY DAWKINS TEL: 07961 379277 / 01708 470841 EMAIL: CLAY.DAWKINS@LIVE.CO.UK

Essex Supreme Carpet Cleaning
Upminster based e Fully Insured
5& Carpets ¢ Rugs e Upholstery & Mattressesﬁ
Competitive prices & Multi-room discounts
CALL DAVID FOR A QUOTE
Tel: 01708 702194 Mob: 07818 408217
www.essexsupremecarpetclean.co.uk e email: essexscc@gmail.com
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Burglary had been reported to Police on 14/01/2021 between 0320-0326 hours in Babington
Road, Hornchurch. No house alarm on the property. Suspect(s) unknown had gained entry by
forcing open a UPVC front door, which was not double locked with the key. Once inside, the
dogs barked which disturbed the occupants. The suspect(s) then stole a handbag containing a
purse and debit/credit cards and exited the property towards Hornchurch Road.

Suspect(s) returned to Babington Road again on 14/01/2021 at about 1800 hours, ended up in
the rear garden of an address in Dorian Road and were seen by the occupant on cctv, who
phoned police.

Police arrived on scene and the suspects fled, but were caught by a police dog in Babington
Road and were arrested for attempted burglary. Then after a search, they found the handbag
in their possession, which belonged to the occupant of Babington Road, who was burgled
earlier in the morning, so were further arrested for this burglary.

Please ensure if you have a UPVC front door, that you lift the handle, lock the door using
the door key and remove the key afterwards.

Environment Issues - For the past 3 months workmen have been resurfacing the pavement
in Globe Road and making a rather good job of it too. So, as you can imagine, when someone
fly tipped tins of paint that spilt all over the newly resurfaced pavements, | received quite a few
angry calls from upset residents. The fly tipped mattress at the end of Southdown Road was
reported and swiftly removed by Environment Services, Thank you. The large potholes in
Hornchurch Road have also been reported and promptly filled.

[EIm Park News Councillor Stephanie Nunn|

Firstly, | would like to advise that | have not resigned as a Councillor. Several people have
asked me, and it must be related to my article in November when | said | was resigning as Chair
of the Hornchurch Residents’ Association after almost 4 years. So, | am still a ward Councillor
until May 2022 and hope to stand once more to represent the people of Elm Park. It is a
privilege to be elected to this role.

St Albans Church: On Thursday, 17 December, we attended a ceremony in the grounds of
St Albans Church, Langdale Gardens (Covid
safe and socially distanced) along with a group
of parishioners and neighbours. This was to
celebrate the restoration of the church bell in
memory of those who have lost their lives to
i Covid 19. The bell had been hoisted up on 11
. December after being anointed with holy oil
| and water. We were honoured to be asked to
unveil the plaque at the ceremony and thank
Father Maurice and the parish for this
privilege. Rev Amanda and Father Tom
1 Keighley and Rev Marianne Hayward from St
| Nicholas were also in attendance. At this point
| would like to thank all our ministers in Elm
Park for the comfort and support they give to our community, particularly at the moment, they
all work so hard.
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Drathmore..

BLINDS ¢ SHUTTERS « AWNINGS

Interior blinds
Roller shutter garage doors

Sun awnings & recovers Oki0]
Security shutters i
[=]:.
LEARN TO SWIM _
with Monday, Wednesday & Friday
P DD LE Coopers School, St Mary’s Lane,
A RS Upminster
Swim School Saturday
St Edwards Primary School, Havering
Aged 4+ Drive. Romford
Lessons for all abilities
01708 720388
www.paddlers.co.uk

EVERYTHING GLASS LTD

e ALL GLASSWORK UNDERTAKEN
* MISTED OR BROKEN DOUBLE GLAZED UNITS REPLACED
* SINGLE GLAZE REPAIRS/TRADITIONAL PUTTY WORK
* TOUGHENED/LAMINATED SAFETY GLASS FITTED
OAPDISCOUNTS  ® PATIO DOORS/FRENCH DOORS REPAIRED AND REPLACED
AVAILABLE * WINDOWS AND DOORS SUPPLIED AND FITTED
%  HINGES, LOCKS, HANDLES REPLACED
\‘%m LR0%"

proud partner of ° R'ng Pau’ Darrah

Trading Standards ApProved  womes e csiocrconmen, | OFFICE: 01708 551314 3 T4:

www.everythingglassltd.co.uk ZERcan

saint francis hospice MOBILE: 07958 550796 . 3g,
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Scargill School: As you know | am trying to improve safety around this school. | have had a
response about the lack of a School Crossing Patrol Officer (lollipop lady/man):

“Unfortunately, recruitment for SCPOs has become incredibly difficult and continues to be a
challenge. Therefore, it has become commonplace not to replace SCPOs at sites which
already have an engineered solution in place such as a zebra or pedestrian crossing. As
Scargill School already has a zebra crossing, the SCPO would not have been automatically
replaced as they already had an engineered solution in place to mitigate the risks associated
with crossing the road. | understand the crossing is on a busy route, however even with a
SCPO on site there is no evidence that the risk of a drive through or near miss is improved.”

Has anyone seen any adverts for SCPOs? | am advised by Mrs Graham the Head Teacher of
the Junior School that when there was a lollipop lady present, drivers’ speeds were noticeably
and significantly slowed down as she (and her lollipop) was much more visible. | am yet to
receive an answer to my request for more signage.

Parking Enforcement Officers: Currently Havering has 24 officers, 6 of which are permanent
staff. There are 88 schools in Havering, 62 of which are infant, junior and primary schools and
these are the main priority. They try to patrol them twice a week, either during drop off or pick
up times, dependent on officer availability. If a car parks across a resident's driveway
preventing them from gaining access or egress, then they can call 01708 432787 to provide
details for the supervisor to dispatch the first available officer to patrol the location.

Rainham Road: Further to my request, |
have now been advised that the gullies
were checked and cleaned in this area on
19 October 2020 and it was reported that
the main drain was slow to clear. It has
been suggested by the Flood and Rivers
Manager that residents should contact
Thames Water directly to inform them
when flooding occurs, i.e., that the main
drain is slow. If more than one resident is
raising concerns, they are more likely to
prioritize their investigations.

=

Thames Water 0800 316 9800 website
https://www.thameswater.co.uk/contact-
us. Please see Barry’s article, he’s raised a complaint about the continual flooding.

Zebra Crossing at Sainsbury’s: A resident asked us about the possibility of installing railings
to deter people from crossing the road near the roundabout. | was advised:

“Highways Officers will monitor the area to determine what impact if any, railings would achieve
near the crossing at Sainsbury’s in EIm Park. However, please be advised that railing
installation is not usually encouraged as it not only adds to the highway maintenance budgets
but also raises other safety concerns.”

Graffiti: | am sorry to see that graffiti is appearing in Elm Park, this has not been a problem

before. | have taken photos and sent them to Havering asking if they can remove it. Some of
it is on businesses and | would urge them to get rid of it. Once there, it seems to attract more.
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D T MOORE PLUMBING

COMPLETE BATHROOMS AND PLUMBING
FREE ESTIMATES - FRIENDLY ADVICE

PHONE 01708 223561 « MOBILE 07931 553631
EMAIL MRPLUMBER@ME.COM

* WINDOWS

° DOO RS Friendly, local company with no pushy salesman.
- New Installations - Window & door repairs -

« CONSERVATORIES NO CALL DUT CHARGE -

Free Helpful Advice

* WINDOW REPAIRS  c/ e "

www.atlanticglazing.co.uk or email: focus @atlanticglazing.co.uk

& Advanced Rooling Systems €

SPECIALISTS IN ALL TYPES OF HIGH PERFORMANCE AND
TRADITIONAL BUILT-UP FELT ROOFING, DECKING INSULATION AND FLAT ROOFING

Insurance Approved * A Family Trade Since 1904

TILED ROOF SERVICING DEPT « REPLACEMENT GUTTERING
* CHIMNEY STACKS RENOVATED OR REMOVED * CEMENT POINTING REPLACEMENT
* COMPLETE TILED ROOF OVERHAUL + VALLEYS ECT.

PHONE 01708 454808

e-mail: brianhookings28@gmail.com < www.roofinghornchurch.co.uk
28 GLANVILLE DRIVE, HORNCHURCH, ESSEX RM11 3SY
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Housing Strategy: As we approach the New Year, Housing Services is busy developing a
new Housing Strategy to drive Havering services forward for the next five years.

“It is hoped that all elected members will contribute their own views, and encourage constituents
to also give us their opinions about our proposed aims, which are:

e Aim 1: Deliver more genuinely affordable homes that meet the needs of Havering
residents.

e Aim 2: Maintain good quality homes, prioritising safety and environmental
sustainability.

e Aim 3: Support existing and future residents to live independently and well.

o Aim 4: Deliver good quality housing services for all residents.

The consultation questionnaire takes only a few minutes to complete and is available online
here: https.//consultation.havering.gov.uk/housing/a-new-housing-strategy-for-havering/”

The consultation runs for 12 weeks, closing on 7 March 2021.

Ennerdale Avenue/Kendal Croft: Well done to our deliverer Chris for pointing out the very
dangerous sunken inspection cover here. We went to have a look and Barry almost
disappeared as | was taking the photo! We phoned BT on their free phone number 0800 023
2023 (option 1) and someone came down the same day to make it secure. You will find that
most of the services have a free phone number as well as a website to report problems.

Healthcare in the EU: One day we will be free to travel again. It is useful to know that the
European Health Insurance Card will be replaced by the Global Health Insurance Card. This
is part of the UK deal with Europe and ensures the right for UK citizens to access necessary
healthcare on holiday. The EHICs will remain valid for as long as they are in date. This is not
a replacement for travel insurance.

Last, but by no means least, | would like to thank Jeff who did a very kind deed for one of our
residents when | sought his advice. There are many kind deeds going on unnoticed at present,
but they all make a huge difference, so although life is different at the moment, let’s continue
to think of others.

St Andrews Work Bryan Vincen
ry

As my colleague Gerry has mentioned in his report, we are all hearing of Covid19 cases
affecting neighbours and friends closer to where we live than we ever did during last year. In
fact, my own son, his wife and two daughters who live locally all caught the virus over the
Christmas period. Nobody could have followed the rules closer than they as a family. However,
their weak link was the youngest child’s school. She was sent home due to a child in her class
showing signs of the virus and they now believe she brought it home having caught it from the
classmate.

It shows no matter how well we follow the rules we can all have a weak link that lets the virus
into our home. Once in, it is certain to spread quickly to others in the house. Stay safe, with the
vaccination rolling out faster than anywhere in Europe let's hope we can all look forward to
getting out and about in the spring.
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£ + U.K.REMOVALS - CONTAINER STORAGE *
W&3p)) - PACKING SERVICE - WORLDWIDE SHIPPING + <750

5 C. NEALE

Tel :01708 5517 18 or 0800 41 33 35
\‘ E:mail: nealesremovals@btconnect.com
WEB: www.neales-removals.co.uk

Family run business * Established over 80 years in Hornchurch

PAINTING & DECORATING
Dulux and Trust Marked approved interior and exterior decorating.
Telephone Ross for a free quote.

MOBILE : 07825 069737
TEL : 01708 757637 (EVENINGS & WEEKENDS)

ALAN GREEN 2932 .
: & CLADRING

7 ILFRACOMBE CRESCENT, HORNCHURCH ESSEX, RM |2 GRQ
B OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

=

% NEW. TILED ROOFS * FLAT ROOFS % _
- UPVC EASCIA SOFFIT & GUTTERS *
* ROOF REPAIRS * CHIMNEY WORK %

“Tel. Nos:.01708 438 859 -.,07768 120 261
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The good news is my son and his family being all in good health and young have now all tested
negative.

Parkhill Close

This is the road that leads off Abbs Cross Lane (opposite the Harvester Restaurant) to the
Sunrise Estate and the 3 tower blocks that look out onto Harrow Lodge Park. You may or not
be aware, Havering Council has demolished the ground level homes for the elderly that sat
opposite the blocks and construction has started on a new high-rise development. However, of
concern is that Parkhill Close was used by homes along Abbs Cross Lane for somewhere safe
to park and by the owners of the allotments who accessed their plots off the road.

With limited notice, the road has been painted with double-yellow lines and no-
loading/unloading markings at any time. The reason given is that it is a temporary measure for
2 years. The restrictions, it is claimed, are needed to offer a clear route for construction traffic
to the new development. Your local councillors, residents and the allotment owners were not
contacted to discuss the restrictions which have caused major problems for all concerned. We
have made representation to Havering Council in the hope that some arrangements can be
made to alleviate the problems particularly for the allotment holders to park somewhere near to
their plots. This is just another example of the “Build, Build, Build” mentality of Havering Council
at the present time ignoring the needs of residents.

The Cranleigh Restaurant, on the corner of Station Lane and Stanley Road.

You guessed it - yet another application for demolition and a block of flats in its place. Several
residents in Stanley Road have serious concerns on certain aspects of the proposed design
and have relayed their concerns to Havering council. | hope these are considered. Stay safe.

[Elm Park Round Up Councillor Barry Mugglestone|

Egbert Close

A resident has contacted us regarding a penalty charge notice (PCN) they received in Egbert
Close. They had parked their car on a part of the road that is the same level as the footpath, it
appears that you can’t park in these areas. However, in this area the council have marked
some yellow lines in the raised areas, but not all raised areas have yellow lines especially in
the area where the resident was parked, so yes this is a very confusing/grey area. | have
emailed the council to get some clarification on this, | understand these areas are called
Home Zones, we have another Home Zone linking South End Road to Sopworth Close.

Signpost — Crawford Compton Close

Remember the missing signpost in Gull Walk and what
a problem it was for the delivery drivers, knocking at
doors disturbing residents? Well, we are now chasing
to have a sign put up in Crawford Compton Close
directing delivery drivers to Dewey Path, as it is
confusing for the drivers when using their satnavs as
it says they have arrived at their destination when
actually they have to walk down an alleyway to reach Dewey Path.

Planning
Good news for the residents who finally got the planning application to change their garage into
a dining room approved, yes it was a good result. Remember, if you do have a planning
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application that you are not sure about, talk to your Ward Councillor as they might have some
useful info to help with your application (as in this case). | must say | was very pleased to be of
assistance to the residents and wish them well in their new dining room.

Astra Close

| am still awaiting a reply from the management agent regarding the tree and dangerous
footpath, if | have no reply by the end of January, | will take this further and get enforcement
involved.

Airfield Way

The temporary bollard has been damaged, so this has been reported. If you see any damage,
please contact us. Also thank you to the resident who contacted us regarding the damaged
inspection cover, | experienced at first hand falling down one of these holes, it's not nice and
very frightening, it happened to me in Egypt a few years ago, with a fall like that you could easily
bang your head.

Penalty Charge Notice (PCN)

A resident contacted me regarding a PCN they received; they first knew of the PCN being
issued when they received a letter demanding £195 as they had not responded to the first letter
that was issued by the council. Well, the resident didn’t receive that letter, as we all know the
post in December/January has been a nightmare. So, if you do receive these demands speak
to the enforcement team and if you have any issues please contact us, in this case the resident
contacted the enforcement team, and it was sorted out.

Broken Pavement
Thank you to the EIm Park resident who contacted me regarding a damaged pavement in
Upminster, as we want all Havering residents to be safe.

Flooding Rainham Road

| have put a formal complaint in regarding the flooding in Rainham Road at the junction of
Coniston Way, | will escalate this to stage 2 of the Council’s Customer Complaint procedure.
For your info, if anyone wants to raise a complaint about the council please follow the link below
www.havering.gov.uk/complaints

Well folks, the start to 2021 was not a good one with us all in lockdown, | am hoping we get
back to some sort of normality ASAP. Please look out for your neighbours, especially the ones
who live alone as | know it can be very lonely in these times.

IHacton Ward Councillor Ray Morgon|

Lockdown Again

Firstly, can | start by thanking all the members who sent us Christmas cards and very kind
wishes and comments. It provides so much encouragement to know how much the work that
we do on your behalf is appreciated.

One of the things that | have always liked about the Hornchurch Residents’ Association is that
we are principally motivated by serving you, rather than the other parties who are more
interested in themselves.

Although | anticipated that we would have a further lockdown in January, it came a bit earlier
than expected. So, it is back to staying in my flat, although there is still plenty that can be
achieved with just a computer and phone to hand. Roll on Spring though when at least the
weather will be brighter and warmer.
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In terms of Council meetings, they are still being held online, but it would be fair to say that they
are not as productive as when they were in the Town Hall, but hopefully later in the year things
will return to normal.

Very little happened at the December meeting of the Council, although Damian White had the
cheek to present a petition which he and some of his Conservatives colleagues had put together
against the proposed development at the Seedbed Centre (opposite the former ice-rink site).

Whilst | have no problem with the petition per se (as one of my biggest concerns over the next
decade is the over-development of Havering), there is more than a whiff of hypocrisy when the
Conservative Administration is fully behind the re-development of its own Waterloo Estate
where the height of the block of flats will increase to at least similar to that proposed at the
Seedbed Centre, but with greater density and less green space.

What Damian and some of his colleagues are waking up to (at long last) is the fact that Havering
residents are rightly very concerned with the over-development of Havering and the impact that
it will have on our quality of life.

Through one of the Council committees, we shall continue to press for details of the plans the
Conservative Administration have to improve our local infrastructure and to ensure that
personnel such as doctors, nurses, GPs, teachers, police officers and all other key service
workers increase in number to keep up with the population growth.

Overgrown Gardens

Over a number of years, | have received complaints from residents about the state of their
neighbours’ front or back gardens. Whilst | do not want to be in a nanny state that
micromanages everything we can or cannot do, | do think that everyone is entitled not to have
to live next to what in many cases is a total eyesore. Havering Council sadly seems to allow
such places to exist and seemingly reluctant to take much positive action to ensure that front
and back gardens and even the property itself is in a reasonable state. This is an issue that |
plan to pursue further.

Council Complaints System

Another area that | have already flagged up to pursue at one of the Council committees, is to
review the council's complaint system which for some time | have felt falls short of where it
should be.

Berwick Pond Road

A resident contacted me about a parking ticket she received when parked in a siding in the
above road (there were no yellow lines in place) and wanted me to warn others about parking
there when going to Berwick Woods.

Road and Pavement Defects

Please continue to let us know about any road or pavement defects in your area so that we can
flag them up to the Council for inspection and repair. Normally, most repairs are carried out
within 28 days of being ordered, although quite clearly over the past number of months, this
standard has slipped quite considerably, and in many cases, it has taken well over two months
for repairs to be completed.

One such road where this has been the case is Kenilworth Gardens. However, with this road,

no sooner is one pothole repaired, another appears. Why this road (and indeed several others)
still continue to be absent from the whole street re-surfacing programme is baffling to me. As |
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Supplied and fitted by a retired Police Officer

W No Monthly Cost!
Yale Wireless Burglar Alarms

: Ring Video Doorbell
'k - Also... Over 70 Alarms for the

; D F Vulnerable installed at No Cost so far!

Prepare to Protect 07460739742

Prices from £199!!! www.dyethief.com

All Carpentry
All Aspects of Carpentry

Staircases, Laminate Flooring, Doors, Skirting,

Dado Rails, Kitchens, Wardrobes
www.allcarpentry.co.uk

@/IZQs n Find us on Tel: 01708 525682
B Facebook  iop: 07950 384595

LOCAL MOBILE
LOCKSMITHS

"Keeping the Local Community Safe & Secure”
Friendly advice and fast service 7 days a week

Call 01708 453 168
Call 07968 940 678

ATCL Locksmiths, 45 Elms Farm Road, Hornchurch, Essex RM12 5RH
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have written before, the system used to determine which streets have their pavements or road
renewed in my opinion is flawed. Again, this is another area of the Council which needs a
complete root and branch review to ensure that the money spent creates the greatest return on
the investment.

Safer Neighbourhood Team
The local Hacton and EIm Park Ward teams have now vacated Tadworth Parade, EIm Park and
will now work out of Hornchurch Police Station.

Don't forget that if you have a non-urgent police matter to call 101. This will ensure your issue
is duly recorded by the local police, in order that the issue can be duly investigated. Please
feel free though to also advise one of your Action Team Members.

Faded Lines

Please continue to let us know about faded lines whether yellow lines on the road or indeed
parking bays on pavements. We can then raise them with the Council to avoid parking tickets
being unnecessarily or erroneously issued.

Gerrymandering

Despite our best efforts, including obtaining legal advice, in trying to get the Leader of the
Council, Damian White, held to account for his attempt to gerrymander wards to his and his
party's political advantage during the Boundary Commission review, we appear to be heading
to the end of the road with our complaint.

There are still one or two issues that are still being pursuing with the Council's Monitoring
Officer, although to be honest, | do not hold out much hope. For me, there continues to be
political bias within the Council and frankly the whole sorry saga has turned into a whitewash,
no pun intended.

The Leader of the Council thinks that our pursuit is all about political mischief. No, it is about
honesty and integrity which seems to be decreasing in our politics.

In terms of the Boundary Commission Review, a large number of residents took part in the
consultation and a substantial number made comments about the gerrymandering. The
Boundary Commission will now be carrying out a further public consultation, so it is unlikely we
will know all of the proposed ward boundary changes before May/June this year. Once any
changes to your ward are known, we will, of course, let you know.

Hylands Ward Updates Del Ganly|

A few residents contacted me regarding the possibility of someone living in a caravan in
Grenfell Avenue. | reported this to the Hylands Safer Neighbourhoods team and Damien
visited the area to find out the situation. It transpires that the man living there had fallen on
hard times, had been loaned the caravan by a friend, and was due to leave by the end of the
week. Damien told the man to not leave any rubbish when he departed, reported this to
Havering Council’s Environment Services, and a ‘COUNCIL IS AWARE'’ sticker was placed on
the vehicle, so that residents and the occupant knew that it had been reported. As | haven't
heard from anyone since, and | have not been over that way, | cannot comment further, but
hope it has been resolved.
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R-B-C Residential / Commercial Waste Collection R-B-C
House / Garden / Shed / Loft Clearance

Wait and Load Service Carpet Cleaning
Landlord / Estate Agent Services End Of Tenancy/ Pre Selling Services
Fully Insured and Environment Agency Licenced Waste Carrier

MME,
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& ©

A\ )z Email : info@r-b-c.co.uk Phone: 07930527272 ChEG%%;;ge.com

% S »
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AC PLASTERING

All Plastering
Plaster Over Artex
Specialists in Re-Skimming

Coving, Painting & Tiling

QUALITY WORK AT AFFORDABLE PRICES
Allan Carey
TELEPHONE: 01708-474-624 MOBILE: 07711-675-086

MAYBANK HEATING

INSTALLATION  SERVICE REPAIRS

ALL MAKES OF BOILERS REPAIRED AND SERVICED

BOILER REPLACEMENTS, FULL UPGRADES AND INSTALLATIONS
LANDLORD GAS SAFETY CHECKS (CERTIFICATED)

ALL PLUMBING AND GAS WORK UNDERTAKEN

RELIABLE + FRIENDLY SERVICE

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

TEL: 01708 469844 . MOB: 07957 429606 (HORNCHURCH)

222889
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As the Chair of The Friends of Hylands Park, | was greeted by a sorry sight in January as
yet another massive tree had to be felled due to disease, the ‘stump’ that was left, although not
round, was over six foot wide! (1.8M) The
60+ footer at the junction of the paths by
the tennis courts in the middle of the park,
had been through the wars in these
increasingly high winds we seem to be
getting, with a huge bough crashing down
about 4 or 5 years ago.

That’'s probably about half a dozen big
trees that have come down in the last
decade that | remember, with the most
notable for me being the one that ‘hid’ the
monstrosity at the Globe Road end, the
phone mast, which appears to be steadily growing taller and sprouting more green shoots
(cabinets) at the base in Rossall Close. In the original planning application for it, the objections
were brushed off as the trees, at the time, shielded it from view, and its proximity to so many
children (school/park users) and pets didn’t matter because the Government’s boffins and their
figures say they are completely safe, and don’'t pose a health risk. Strange then that after
installing masts on the roof of our training tower at the fire station, we were not allowed within
two floors of the top, nearly making me miss the millennium fireworks across London!

Credit where credit is due, the Council helped the helpers and the Havering Heroes Parking
Permit was extended, currently to the end of April. This allows those who are shopping or
picking up prescriptions for the vulnerable and/or shielding residents in the borough, to park for
free in permit zones and council car parks for up to three hours. This has proved invaluable for
several people | know, and | am glad the Council has had the sense to action this. If you do
shop or help out someone in need on a regular basis, you can apply for a free Heroes Permit
via https://www.havering.gov.uk/info/20005/parking_permits, inputting your details along with
your registration details, etc.

When Jody and | visited Harrow Lodge Park on New Year’s Day we noticed one of the Canada
geese had what appeared to be a red plastic ring trapped through its nose. While it didn’'t seem
bothered at all and happily gobbled down the food we had, we were a bit concerned if it could
actually breathe properly. On our return a few days later, we managed to speak to Ali, the
owner of the superb Cafe by the lake, who had just seen one of the conservation team members
who helps with re-siting injured and adolescent swans to the lake. As we were talking to them
both and feeding all the birds by the water’'s edge, amazingly, up jumped the ‘goose with the
noose’ and we were able to carefully corner it. In a somewhat hilarious melee, Jody and | made
like goalkeepers, Ali managed to grab the goose while uttering soothing muffled words through
his facemask, and the ‘swan lady' calmly removed what turned out to be a red plastic milk
bottle-top retaining strip!

Unfortunately, the paparazzi were otherwise engaged and no pictures are available. But rest
assured, no birds or café owners were harmed in this 'you couldn’t make it up!” sketch.
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Lee’s Kitchens, Bedrooms &
Carpentry LTD

Visit my website to view my work

www.LKBcarpentry.co.uk
Upminster 07909630862

Best Prices On Supply Local Authority Approved
Only or Supply and Install Contractor. Professional Trader
For Cver 40 Years
GNI
FENCING CONTRACTORS CLS

Free sSite Ssurveys
COMPLETE LANDSCAPE SOLUTIONS

PATIOS - DRIVES - WALLS - TURFING - DECKING - FENCING -
BESPOKE GARDEN DESIGN SERVICE -

TEL: 01708 448253 n Ccitb

MOB: 07956 681371
gndfencingeco@hotmail.com

THE FAMILY BUSINESS THAT STANDS
BEHIND IT’S OWN NAME

A K. WAGSTAFF & SONS LTD
ciﬂ.ow'wor.m ESTABLISHED 1965 Reg. No. 00171

THE CENTRAL HEATING PROFESSIONALS
FULL CENTRAL HEATING INSTALLATIONS
BOILER CHANGES & SYSTEM UPDATES

Private & Landlord Gas Safety Checks Specialists in COMBI Boiler Repairs

BOILER SERVICE AND REPAIRS 01708 442173 / 442666
BOILER SPARES 01708 447020

138/146 UPMINSTER ROAD, HORNCHURCH (NEXT TO UPMINSTER BRIDGE STATION)
OAP DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE
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ISt Andrews News Councillor Paul Middleton|

Here we are, Christmas has passed for another year. As | write this, we are expecting snow.
Normally | enjoy the little snow we get, for the first day everything appears to be just a little
more magical, the urge to walk out and hear the crisp snap/crunch as you walk through some
previously untouched area of snow is hard to resist. By the 2" or 3 day | have usually had
enough and yearn for the easy and safer walk on the streets.

Question about parking — Can we have
a free hour? In December | raised a
question for a cabinet member,
requesting free 1-hour parking in the
Hornchurch and Upminster council owned
car parks. The car parks have been
mostly empty since we lost the free half
hour parking (the ONLY wards to lose this
privilege were Hornchurch and
Upminster).

During the 1%t Covid19 lockdown, for a £
brief period, the council made parking free in council car parks — the car parks quickly became
very well used.

Questions to cabinet members have to be provided a few weeks in advance to allow them a
chance to prepare an answer. In many cases we suspect that the questions are farmed out to
members of staff at the council; the answers we receive are often as much of a shock to us as
they are to the cabinet member reading them out loud. My question was (in typical fashion) not
answered. There were plenty of words, but they did not address my question.

The person who raises an initial question is allowed a follow up question (based on the answer
given). Due to time constraints at the meeting | had to email my follow up question.

My follow up question was “You have failed to answer my question — will you give Hornchurch
and Upminster a 1-hour free parking period (in council car parks)?”

The response was reasonably short and said (paraphrased) — You never had free parking for
1 hour before, so no. This totally disregards the fact that we used to have 30 mins and now
nothing at all. This does not help our traders survive the pandemic.

There you have it folks. The Tory Administration running the council does not feel there is a
need to assist the people and shops in Hornchurch. The car parks remain mostly empty. Please
remember who removed the free 30 min parking allowance from just Hornchurch and Upminster
(out of 18 wards) when you start to receive the leaflets telling you how good this Tory
Administration has been to you. In May 2022 you can let the administration know what you
think of them.
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For clear, personal legal advice,

] ]
Local SOhCltors. speak to HSH Solicitors.
J » Family & Divorce » Conveyancing
Expe rt adVIce0 P Wills, Probate & Trusts P> Civil Litigation
With over 15 years experience across all aspects
of the law, HSH Solicitors deliver clear and

affordable advice you FREE J.'Sl_l Soliions
can depend on. intial Probate —

& Family
Saturday morning Consultations 01708 773360 98 - 102 North Street,
. . www.hshsolicitors.co.uk Romford RM11DA
appointments available.

MDS Printers Ltd is a family run business located in Cranham
We aim to give all our customers high quality with low prices
- — = Artwork ¢ Brochures « A2 posters * Funeral Order of Service
Printers Limited

Business Cards » With Compliments slips « Calendars
e ek Hok Leaflets ¢ Letterheads * Envelopes « Folders

Te [ 01 708 222 9 9 9 We place quality and service above all else

The Printing Works, MDS Printers

R/O 73 Front Lane, Cranham,
Upminster, Essex RM14 1XL

e-mail: studio@mdsprinters.co.uk

C
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web: www.mdsprinters.co.uk \‘.‘\’\

=
=
5
S
S

S HAWKES
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
City & Guilds Qualified Carpenter / Decorator
All work undertaken including;
Painting & Decorating, Kitchens, Laminate Flooring, Decking,
Stairwork, Doors, Fitted Wardrobes, Tiling etc
No job too small

For all your improvements & repairs. Free quotation given.
Phone Steve: 07957 209880 / 01708 448579
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Parking Tickets | am regularly contacted by residents who have been issued parking tickets.
It is never nice receiving a fine. | help where | can. It is always a good idea to get as much
evidence as possible at the scene. Take photos of any notices, were they easy to read and
visible? Were they obscured? Why do you believe you should not have received the fine?

You have the option of paying a reduced fine within 2 weeks. You can appeal to Havering
during this period and the clock is halted until a decision has been made. If the ticket is upheld,
you can still pay the reduced fine as long as you are still within the 2 week period (excluding
the time from your appeal to the decision). If you still believe the PCN should not have been
issued, you can contact the external ombudsman. If the ombudsman upholds the ticket, you
will have to pay the full fine.

Dog mess - General litter Like many people during this extended lockdown, as the gyms have
been closed, | have gone for more walks than | usually do. It is noticeable how much dogs
mess there is. It amazes me that some people take the time to collect the mess in a bag and
then dump it in the bushes. Please dispose of your dog’s mess properly.

The next bugbear is litter. | understand that many more people are having a quick takeaway,
especially as the restaurants are closed. It is really disheartening to see the number of
discarded cartons, cups and other items. These are often only a few metres away from a bin.
A bin the person who dropped the litter would have had to walk past anyway. Please be
considerate. Pick up your litter — if you can'’t find a bin — take it home and bin it.

Missed rubbish collection

Over the Christmas period (and any period where we
have a bank holiday) the collection date for the rubbish
collection shifts by 1-2 days.

® The council ask the residents NOT to put bins out
overnight and NOT to place sacks of rubbish by street
bins. We have many foxes and rodents that will rip
apart the bags and scatter the contents.

The Bin Collection Team are supposed to collect all
the rubbish — however, they will pick up the bags and
major spilt rubbish but can never get everything which then litters the streets. Please only put
your rubbish out on the morning of your collection day (by 7am). If a collection is missed please
report it to the council after 5pm
https://www.havering.gov.uk/info/20003/rubbish_and_recycling/519/report_a_missed_collecti
on (Google havering council missed collection)

Please note — this February edition is currently available ONLINE ONLY - if you know
neighbours and friends who usually receive the magazine, please let them know.
We aim to get the printed version back out to you ASAP — possibly March. STAY SAFE
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Woodstock Tree Surgeons

¢ Felling ¢ Crown Reduction ¢ Pruning
¢ Hedge Cutting * Stump Removal

¢ City & Guilds *» NPTC Qualified ¢ Fully Insured

For FREE Quotes & Advice call Steve on:

Tel: 01708 757 439 Mob: 07717 222 376

14 Norfolk Rd Romford Essex RM7 9DL

TOMMY S

Alloyy WWihee/ l:eft_lr-b
Macimne PFPolissiirg
Plasticc Bumper- RPRPepsir-s
ighh Odorsalitey FPs=irt FirisH

T: OI708 =20=2=279
Fairkytes Ave, Hornchurch RM11 1XS

www.tommysbodyshop.co.uk
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HOME PC REPAIR

@ Installing New PCs, Laptops and Printers @
@ Advice on where to buy computers from and the correct computer for the user ®
@ Transferring data from old or dead PCs @
@ Recovering data from hard drives and memory sticks ®
@ Correcting Internet and Wireless issues @
@ Virus Removal ® Teaching how to use the PC @
@ Setting up Email addresses @ Installing software ®
® Remote support available (does not require me to come to you) ®

Contact - Paul Middleton

Office: 01708 444480 Mobile: 07866 395 831 - "
Monday — Friday 8:00am to 8:00pm Email: info@essexPCfix.co.uk
Weekends — 10:00am to 4:00pm Web www.essexPCfix.co.uk
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